Town Manager's Newsletter

May 20
Dear Westford residents,
On Sunday, May 30t h, we wi || be honoring
ul ti mat e sacrifice for our country. Pl ec
Common, or remotely on WestfordCAT | ive st
Rospeaker s, as there wildl be no parade this
will be held in the Old Center Fire Statio
a er
. Qur Annual Town Meeting is |l ess than a m
g:ng afpfday ' (Md¢oneifaBing to'"Ssundayaidudat da3or
‘on the turf field at the Westford Academy
al | attendees to arrive by -8n30 PBANMet dboel®dl
I gn upptanmdemi c, the town is taking precautionar.y
updates exxni dé'®ts should wear face coverings. Seat
. oad Comp§igrhliICy i PBcommend bringing water, sunscreer
L ntown . the sun. This year, we will break at appro
Subscribe to, variety of food trucks for lunch break!
Not i ficatl ongsog comply with social distancing guidelin:
mask to eat. The meeting wildl resume at
, _ 23 articles to be voted on. The full text
a f field are available BAPilnénatiat h&owol Mewi n

Arti @alceepts the 2020 Annual Town Reports.
msmart911 Arti alppr2apriates $144,202 from Free Cash t

Memor i al Day Articagpr3dopriates $102,000 from Free Cash
Observance address issues regarding perchlorate DEP

\?V:J?ﬂa%bngﬂ?yrggr}thi(::Ioens4ders the following Fiscal Year 2

beginning at 180:8mpraawriates $1,062,594 in Free Cash fo
followed by alpeparTmMEMMOUNS PURPOSE
Ceremony at Nee+— -
Held on Town C o s N ol By, pDOwWn computer replacements
or watch Live]| viieschnoll8g®98,,56800I computer replacements
Verizon Channel ide VOIP phone system repl alce
Comcast Channel TeSC%nc’I&gQO’éﬁgwmrelated thereto
Technol/8g®%0,0l0wor k upgrades
Annual Town M,ctlllg | 6 Y N b | - |
Saturday, Jun e T10oW N Cllebr3k6 , bBPI0ect ronic vote tabulators, ind
Westford Apada,gmyblic Bl$i5|0d|)l:5§) and School Safety Task Forlc
Trustees Field grades
Fire Dep&rltrmegmtbansmi tter, including costs inc
L Ei.re alarm panel replacement at
SCh00|3$14’)i0r90idental and related thereto
School|s$70, PPtOudent information system, indl
mpressor replacement at Westflo
<“0NEYW\GAZIN520) SChOOIS$35’)%% related thereto
r 13
/ blic address system at the Nqr
= Y SChOOIS$35’)p%mdental and related thereto
4 Wat c h \ )%%at pump replacement at the Naqr
ental and related thereto

Meetings 'ne School|s$50, Oei d
westford

community access television ( Continued on

www. westfordcat. org
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http://www.westfordma.gov/tm
http://www.westfordma.gov
http://www.westfordcat.org
https://www.westfordma.gov/list.aspx
https://www.westfordma.gov/list.aspx
http://westfordma.gov/list.aspx
https://twitter.com/townwestfordma
https://westfordma.gov/DocumentCenter/Index/1155
http://money.cnn.com/magazines/moneymag/best-places/2013/snapshots/CS2576135.html
https://facebook.com/townofWestfordMa
https://www.westfordma.gov/800/RaveSmart911-Emergency-Notifications
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T Appropriates $46, 263. 48 in Free Cash and reaut hori
Reconstruction capital project appropriation which r e
provide for the following capital request

DEPARTMENT| AMOUNT PURPOSE
tford Academ wastewater treatment | a

Wastewat er \/Ia$n1a7g)ar§4ﬁ)ﬁ rel ated the?eto i

f Appropriates $45,000 from the Water Enterprise Retain

T Appropriates $389, 000 from the Ambul ance Enterprise
equi pment ,

T Appropriates $777,423 to purchase and equip a fire
required for( 2/h3 smapjuorrmhtaysevote)

T Appropriates $500, 000 for the design, engineering, a
culvert on Old Lowell Road approximately 250 feet so
|l ocated on Groton Road, approximately 100 feet east
borrow the funding (2468i magdofotythoseproject

T Appropriates $40,000 in Free Cash to transfer said an

Arti capepropriates $157,000 from the Sale of Cemetery L

embel |l i shment s, or the enl argement of the Pine Grove

embel |l i shment s, or the enl argement of the Pine Grove C

required f olr2/t3hinsajporroijteyctvot e)

Arti alpeor®priates $1,212,504 from available Community P

$266,|BAd06m Undesignated Fund Balance to the |C Sli. I
more than funds the required 10% for Co%?n@n'i’ty%/ﬁoﬂé'ilsn'g
$190,,B006m Undesignated Fund Balance for the| CWMesaerfwvatdi € n|Bn
|l and purchases and any other related closts Commi ssi on
$20,[0FOr0om Undesignated Fund Balance for thel Forge Pond chjar
any other related costs Westford Heallttl
Ponds Coll apo
$37,|Fr4om Undesignated BundnBEREaamcpubbrcthelo OWMeisdde® ran dCoalrsy
related costs Commi ssi on
$594,|BO006m Undesignated Fund Balance for the| d i ofgsitiry
ground at the Colonel John Robinson Scikh \":@Slgfnorg 'QUBIt'r
$105,B06m Historic Resources Fund Balance f Whet Wgpsgf d ¢
ject located at 4 Boston Road and any otherCOm %Sqa) CC
and authorizes the town to appro pr |ate the sum of $2,0
design, devel opment, -andt coohséeduthcomeoteni 86 resident
at 35 Town Farm Road
Articdmends the Wage and Classification Plan to adjust
Band 6

Arti else a®dl i shes the annual ' i mitations on expenditures
Arti else a®l i shes the Fiscal Year 2022 operating budget

ArticeendiOders the following Fiscal Year 2022 capital e
DEPARTMENT AMOUNT PURPOSE

Stor mwat er| En$tde5,porOi0¥yehi cl e, purchase and equilp

(Continued on
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Articapprlidpri ates the proceeds due to the town through

Artichetha@ri zes the transfer of $29,511 from the Water
t he Water Enterprise Expenses to pay for Fiscal Year 2

Articdet H8ri zes the Select Board to accept easements fc

Articlaenethds tdhe vobwnunder Article 16 of the 2020 Anni
members to the Affordable Housing Trust.

Articlie &h5 épetizteinen which calls wupon the United State
ratification an amendment to the Constitution of the I
human beings, not artificial entities such as corporat
Constitution of the United States, and 2) election spe
is therefore subject to regulation by federal and stat
Articlie a6 épetiztetinen which authorizes the Select Board
Al cohol Beverages Retail License to be exercised by Fe

Articile d47déddtiizteinen which restricts motorboats on Keyes
Articamends the Gener al and Zoning B(yd/a3vsmajoo.rrietfyl ewdt d)r
S

Articlesth®d!| imbhrisciapal charges |

en pur uant to Gener e
stormwater wutility fees assessed by the Tow pursuant

Articdmerds the Zoning Bylaw to permit Home Occupati ons

Artichmerds Zoning Bylaw Section 10. 2, Aptpremau g¢h Af amidl i
zoning districts by Special Permit from the Planning |
relative to this article. You may c¢ oDupilleareo utghhe Rseusrtvaeuyr al
Articlaame@ds Zoning Bylaw Section 9.5.1 to not all ow ¢

Meeting for two years (2f Bemagorunfyavortabhl e vot e

Artichmel2@s Zoning Bylaw to expamnndi ngheOvBeoralrady obOi sAtsrsiecsts
Mul tifamily Overlay Districts.

At thed bmeaetding 'Bnt May Séhhect Board approved releasing
with the condition the rediaméhgermesstdenemaiwnt s aa Himsgl
HPR wil | protect the fa-ade and the appearance of the
a |l arger | ot and an approval not required (ANR) |l ot wa
with possible future plans to provide overflow parkir
requirement of $322,400. The RFP waoposhtasnedtomgMay | |
2021, and proposals are due on June 11, 2021 at 11:00
foll owiBng IPiosk:i ngs

The Select Board approved supporting ®heefGueshdsooaddh
trail in accordance with the plans approved by the Par
of the art di spl ay, t he Select Board wildl review the
abutters to be notified of future changes relatedFEtben
of the Bruce Freeman Rail .Trail Outdoor Art Presentati
Resident Mar k Minnucci has requested to appear beLior e
Chall enge, whi ch since i ts creation, 64 volunteers h a
Litterat:i Stay tuned to hear more at an upcoming Sel e

(Continued on
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https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WMD8RWP
https://westfordma.gov/Bids.aspx
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I am pleased to announce that we were recently awarded

Public Health Excellence for Shared Services Grant f
system to align with the recommendations of the Spec
annualized amount of $295, 872

FY 2021 Regional Pil ot Project Gr ant Program to pr«
COVHII® in the amount of $150, 000

Massachusetts Electric Vehicle Incentive Public Acce
amount of $91, 335

Nati onal Grid EV Charging I nfrastructure Program f
El ementary School , Westford Academy, Police Station a

Firefighter Safety Equipment Grant Program funding in

FBMA Public Assistance Grant Program f or supplies p
COVHIID® pandemic

OQur Cameron Senior Center is offering transporté@&t Comd
vaccination site. Appointments are required and are sc
call (BHB&)3.692

For i mportant i nf-¥ mat hohudinngCOVd Di dent services, t he
guidance, testing sites in Massachusett &, wkadislvg eumdat e
COV DX

ank vy
l'y el
ctio
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u to BGhefTowre CEloer kol ding a suc'daensdsfadn glroawtnu | E
e cetleedc taendd orfef i ci al s. To view the offici dalnnealaeé c tl
of.f i ci al Resul t s

n
ect Board and | thanked Mark Kost f
t meeting serving 'dn the Select Boa

p
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appy to welcome our newest town em
tier, and Heavy Equi pment Operator Ri

[
c
are several openings on our |l ocal b
tur al Commi ssi on, Commi ssion on Disa
Diversity, Equity, and Il nclusion Commi
fficer, Finance Committee, Heal t hy Wes
| Di strict Commi ttee, Parkerville School hou:c
Safety Committee, Westford Scholarship and
website for i nformation about the work of 1
ity fQoirtm zaetn tAhcitsi vliiitnyk :For m
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O see you at Town Meeting!

Si nc;z@v;el Y,
9‘%5

I

Jodi Ross
Town Manager
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Organic

Packaged ingredients clearly visible.

Made of coarse materials, does not run off easily.
Increases soil porosity, allowing rainwater to
percolate into the soil.

Works to build healthy soils, full of microbes,
which feed plants and loosen soil.

Composed of materials found in nature -
decomposed matter, plant extracts, minerals.

Get your lawn off drugs!
Organic is the healthy way to go!

Commercial fertilizers, herbicides and pesticides are like fast food - they fill you up and
taste good, but hurt your health. That’s the same with synthetic lawn care products,
which rob the soil of vital nutrients and microbes, requiring more and more applications
of fertilizers and chemicals to compensate.

Going organic how to:

1. Go cold turkey - Don’t make a slow transition. Organic is about
creating healthy soil to nurture plant growth - synthetic is about
stimulating plant growth above ground. They are not compatible.

2. Get your soil tested -This is imperative, because you must know your
soil’s deficiencies, including ph levels to provide the right soil
conditions for healthy root growth. Go to
http://www.umass.edu/plsoils/soiltest/ to get in-formation about the
UMass Extension’s soil test, which is comprehensive and very
inexpensive!

Maésnal[sjews| etter Page

Management

e E
) -Creating SieeMyAYard ...
-

Synthetic

e Packaged ingredients rarely divulged.

e Highly water soluble, easily washed away.

¢ Increases soil compaction, because fewer
microbes are available to loosen the soil.

e No microbes in soil to feed plants.

e Composed in part by man-made chemicals,
often including known toxins and
carcinogens.

3. Add the soil amendments that the test results suggest.

4. Top dress with compost- Put 1/2” of compost on your lawn.
Compost provides organic matter, teeming with microbes that will
make the soil more porous and nutri-ent-rich.

5. Overseed in the spring and the fall. Mowing does not let grasses form
the seed heads necessary for them to self-sow, which is why overseeding
is important. When overseeding, use a blend of fescues, which grow
deep roots and are very drought tolerant.

6. Spray compost tea on your lawn once a month during the growing
season. You can make your own or you can buy liquid or dehydrated
compost tea at many nurseries.

7. Apply organic fertilizer in the fall. Organic fertilizer is much coarser and
less soluble than synthetic fertilizer, so it tends to stay put.

The end result - a beautiful, healthy yard

WWwWWw.

greenscapes. org
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Westford Climate

WESTFORD

Free Sol ar Energy

held Saturday, May CLIMATE
Westford Climate Act.i r
solar energy webinar ACT'ON f
webinar and find out I
fast solar installatioviu can wve:

Pl us: How to | ower your eniemtger esitl [1.oawvhsatal
to get pai d for excess generated power w
residents share their experiences of diffe
wi | | review these and ot her sol ar options
i nstall ers aRdgbsastMMemrsasatiesd.Cl I mat eActi on. or g

r
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Clean Energy and Sustainability

The Clean Energy and Sustainabi

Road Map to Net Ze
GHG I nventory whic

Commi ttee C

l Tty Commi t

ro Greenhouse Gas (GHG)
h is an | mpiomft@ammedacli |

pl an. The inventory wil/ help identify the
Westford and wil/l allow us to prioritize |
consistently wupdating and analyzing our GH
emi ssions reductions over ti me. Gat hering
i n the net zero planning process.

Al | GHG emissions tha® canbonbmbetpolmmSWi
t hree sectors: Stationa Eae.r 1oV D 0
and Wast e The invent o& > S
emi ssions from homes, b u
muni ci pal operations; I t
ti es; passenger and co

transportation;

nat ur al gas | eaks; el ec e ¢
solid waste; and wastews

The GHG I nventory wil/ r
tions I n our Road Ma p to
We wi | | be presenting t he dat a t o t
Learn mor e alBo WRto aWle sMafpo rhder e

Depart ment of Public Works

Street Sweeping

Mill ennium Maintenance &
Westford for the next Sev
wi t h sweeping al | 152
streeStsr.eet sweeping S ]
requirements @ofMS#hest bowmw
Il ssued by Stwee pERA. not onl
| ook cl eaner but also hel
preventing |itter, sedi men
from entering our | ocal W |
drinking wafTbe suppky. swel
being funded using rece
management utility fees

www. westfordcli mateaction. org

Assi st

wWww. WESTFORDMA
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West ford Par ks & Recreati on

After School with Westford Partnership for

Parks & Rec's Westford Partnership for Children After &

Program (WPC), wil!/l be runsnlrnigdayhr ough June 18, Monday

from school dismissal to 5:45 p. m.

The program iad lawdi éWsltdftatrame d t wi | |

operate at the following school s: Crisafulli, Robi nson

Miller School children may attend either the Nabnasset

School s Abbot and Day children may attend the Crisaful

Families of chil dren af[tending Mill er, Abbot , and Day s

responsible for arranging transport&?b.llvopn}vt}oo}éhe after s

Learn mor e AArborue gadViveSiéomrecacdm § §Z} Jve}v ~ Z}}o

Summer Al | We e k , Every Week,

with Parks & Recreation

OuBummer Weekl yacRriovgrtams are designed for

each pBogrissmsi on and age group Led by the WPC Site Dir

tors, thesveelki waloyw,r afmsl lare staffed with energetic coun-

sel bmisgh school afnd coll ege aged

who are First Aid and CPR certified.

Choose up to ten weeks of full day and full week

programming with early arrival, and extended day opti on

Summer Beach Party at

Destination Exploration, EBC

This program runs at East Boston Camps during the first and last

two weeks of summeri j ust when you n-@8d it For ages 4

Kids Club at the Nabnasset School}S H ]S.:JVSAS

Fagptacedfi fluad activities in a pett &HE YsUmmedt!®°etting,

both inside and outside. SMWd.m |l esson options! For ages

Destination Exploration (D.E.)

Classic summertime activities in a classic summerti me

setting at East BostonlZXamps (EBC). For ages)civPe v A (E] v

Learn more or register at About Summer Weekly Programs on westfordrec.com. YV Ylv AE%WAE Y

Heading your Way

Parks & Recreation programming fo squirts, youth, and

will be running throughout the spring and summer, incl U

NEWwBeach Yoga at Forge Pond

Starting this June.

Gol f with Setfhomi dwirrdt s, Juniors, and Adul ts

New sessions starting in June.

Marcus Lewis Tennis ExtensoonaProbgewaess ( MLTEP)

New sessions starting in June.

Swimming Instructionfat &dwalreseeBgaéhl }us W EI-"Z %E}PE u-

Starting this June. o]l " %o Plo]sC AlsZz : @&} I
) GG Leagues Egaming, Stand Up Paddleboard Yoga

Learn more o®Rroeghlsuseest factr drec. com  E]g§ z Ale Apuu E dE | v &]

Learn
f

more about West f owed tHarrkdsma& ghPhevcr eati on atogr
Vi s/k 6t r

ordr & Mesdadmrd Parks & Recreati on, 65-6K&8I582Str
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